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fishing, and reindeer-breeding. Ostyak Vogulsk is the centre
of the Ostyak Vogul national region. It is a fur-trading centre.
Around the gulf of the Ob there are a few small settlements
with not more than a few hundred inhabitants in each.
Salyegard is the centre of the Yamal-Nentsi national region.
From this settlement geographical and botanical expeditions
have set out during the last few years to map the land and
the Tundra vegetation in order to discover where the best
pasture is situated, and divide it out among the Nentsi
reindeer 'collectives' in such a way as to avoid long journeys
between summer and winter feeding-grounds. There are a
number of Nentsi reindeer-breeders around the Ob estuary.
Previously it was not unusual for them to come to the Tundra
in June, and return to the Taiga in August, making a journey
of 500 to 1000 miles !
Some of these peoples travel to the coast, where there is
an abundance of fresh pasture; the weather is not so warm
as farther inland (where the summer heat is often most
uncomfortable), and the mosquitoes are not so numerous.
The old men engage in fishing, selling their catch at one of
the Government trading-posts.
During the winter the Nentsi spend three or four months
in one place, and at their settlements it has been possible to
introduce education, medical assistance, the radio, and the
cinema. Even in the summer, however, 'culture bases' move
about with the tribes, each base being equipped with a chemist,
radio, gramophone, and library.
At Salyegard the chimneys of a large fish combine rise
above the Tundra, an outpost of industry in the lonely country
around the mouth of the Ob.
Nakhodka and Novy Port are small ports. Like Salyegard,
they are engaged in the fur trade, and export a certain amount
of timber by way of the northern sea route. State vegetable
and cattle farms supply the 'town' dwellers with food.
Even the remote trading-posts which are situated along the
coast of the Kara Sea are now all supplied with bread,
potatoes, and vegetables.
Although in assessing the economic development of the